Media Releases 2009

SARS Media Release: South African Trade Statistics for April 2009

Pretoria, 29 May 2009 -- The South African Revenue Service (SARS) today releases trade statistics for April 2009 that records a trade deficit of R 1.5 billion.
Summary

The R1.5 billion deficit for April 2009 was due to a decrease in exports of 21.76% and a decrease in imports of 19.75%.

Exports of R 40.6 billion and imports of R42.1 billion resulted in a deficit of R1.5 billion.

Imports decreased from March 2009 to April 2009 by R10.4 billion (19.75%) to R42.1 billion and exports decreased by R11.3 billion (21.76%) to R40.7 billion.

Trade Highlights by Category

e  The March to April change (down by 19.75%) in import of goods reflected decreases mainly in:
o  Mineral products [down by R3.6 billion (33%)]
o Vehicles, vessels and aircraft [down by R2.3 billion (41%)]; and
o Machinery and mechanical appliances [down by R1.5 billion (11%)],

]

e  The March to April change (down by 21.76%) in export of goods reflected decreases mainly in:
o  Precious metals and stones [down by R2.5 billion (19%)];
o  Mineral products [down by R2 billion (19%)] and
o Base metals and articles thereof [down by R1.2 billion (17%)]

Trade Highlights by World Zone

The world zone results for April 2009 as given below are unaudited, and those for March 2009 are audited.

Asia: The deficit increased from R4.1bn in March 2009 to R4.7bn in April 2009. Exports decreased by R2.6bn to R13.8bn and imports decreased by R2.0bn to R18.5bn.
Europe: The deficit decreased from R4.8 in March 2009 to R2.3bn in April 2009. Exports decreased by R2.9 to R12.1bn and imports decreased by R5.4.bn to R14.4bn.
America: The deficit decreased from R2.9bn in March 2009 to R2.4bn in April 2009. Exports decreased by R1.3bn to R3.4bn and imports decreased by R1.8bn to R5.8bn.
Africa: The surplus decreased from R6.5bn in March 2009 to R4.6 in April 2009. Exports decreased by R2.6bn to R7.0bn and imports decreased by R0.7bn to R2.4bn.
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Har monised Sections Monthly Trade Cu rmulative Trade Imports Exports
o Trade Raio Trade Ratio ™ | Morth Nt Currulag ve | Cumulative | Morth |, | Cumul agve Cumulative
Code Description Bazance | [Exports/ Balance | (Exports/ Totd of totd 2008 2009 Totd of tota 2003 2009
(R'm) Imports) (R'm) Imports) | (R'm) (R'm) (R'm) (R'm) (R'm) (R'm)
I,Ch 15 A nimaks/Animal Products 28 107 425 1.31 418 099 1,537 1,320 M5 1.10 1,802 1816
Il, ChB-14 e getable Products 74 1.0 3722 200 753 179 3714 374 1997 262 4790 7485
I, Ch15-24  JF ats and Qiks (210) 0.20 (1.328) 0.16 263 062 2,226 1,651 53 0.13 154 273
IV, Ch 1624 Prepared Foods 312 125 1,027 1.20 12495 296 4,291 5233 1,557 c¥=c 4573 6260
\, Ch 2527 Mineral Products 1579 122 (1.640) 095 7.143 16.97 50,645 20254 | 8727 21.95 32983 7 H14
VI, Ch2838 C hemical Products (1.790) 057 (7.117) 052 4,187 0494 12234 17125 | 2208 5.0 11,882 10008
VI, Ch3340  JPlastics and Rubber @57) 0483 (3739 095 1,624 286 7,802 6,057 57 2.13 3,062 3234
VI, Chd1-43  [Hides, Skins and Leather (@2) 0.70 (195 077 163 039 706 633 114 0.22 597 420
1X, Ch 44-95 ood and articles thereof 21 1.1 (129 085 192 047 1,175 w3 219 054 1,060 243
X, Ch47-49 Pulp and Paper Products 10 1.03 225 1.07 782 1.80 3438 3,427 778 1.91 3,007 3p53
x|, Ch80-63 Textiles and Clothing (1037 028 (4.236) 0.25 1,420 242 5647 6,510 €0z 0.0 1,819 1674
X, Ch 6467 F oohwear and Accessories (394) 0.05 (1,859) 0.05 417 099 1,995 1,959 23 0.05 118 a0
X, Ch62-70  |Stone, Plaster, ete (334) 029 (1951 0.20 474 1.13 2,821 2,073 140 0.24 620 612
XV, Ch 71 Precious Stones Q360 26.90 38,994 2217 as1 090 3,311 1818 | 10241 25.19 45,479 D213
X, Ch72-83 |Base Metak 4024 203 15,550 275 2,082 494 10,733 2910 | 6,106 15.02 35615 24460
X1, Ch8485 IMachinery and Appliances 9.133) 027 | (39,705 02| 1253 2076 57,578 53708 | 3,200 2.3 20,190 14092
X1, Ch86-289  |Transport Equipment (379) 029 (2,201 085 3,912 210 23,979 16,911 2,083 795 19772 14520
/1N, Cha0-92 JPrecision Produck, ete (1027) 0.20 (4.157) 028 1,282 205 5283 5776 255 0.63 1,201 16519
XX, Ch9396 [IMisc Manufactured Articles (367) 0.45 (1.359) 0.4 663 1.50 2,762 2652 a2 074 1,743 1303
XX, Cha7 ofks of Artantiques (22) 029 =3 067 a2 0.11 129 100 19 0.05 105 &7
ool Other Unclassified D @3 053 1,021 282 155 037 27 =4 21 0.20 652 1465
XX, Ch a3 Special Provisions 2 (2.469) 0| (11,118) 0.00 2,454 585 15,237 11,119 0 0.00 3 4
Tot=l SA Rand (1.486) 097 | (20453 020 | 42112| 10000 224,740 102,427 | 40,656 | 100.00 102,431 171964
TRADE
Monthly Trade Cu rmulative Trade Imports Exports
Trade Raio Trade Ratio ™ | Morth Mot Curmlag ve | Cumulative | Morth | | Cumul at;ve Cumulaive
World Zones Bdance | (Exports/ | Balance | (Exportss| Totd of totdl 2008 2009 Totd of total 2008 2003
(R'm]) Imports) (R'm) Imports) | (R'm) (R'm) (R'm) (R'm]) (R'm]) (R'm)
africa 4553 280 18217 253 2,413 573 18,820 12,211 7.001 17.22 25,764 21128
[Eurcpe (2278) 024| (16543 075| 14373 2413 77817 66540 | 12,007 20.75 65,072 50005
lAmerica @a17) 08| (11535 0.5 5842 13.87 28,835 27973 | 3425 8.4 25025 1643
Asia @722) 075 | (26,176) og2| 18560 407 94,432 20750 | 13.2:29 24.04 56,475 54553
Oceania (107) 085 (1827 055 770 1283 4185 4064 52 1.63 4,361 2237
Other Unclassified Goods 3376 2206 16,435 2238 154 037 231 771 2,530 2.62 14,606 17 256
Ships! Aircraft Stores 103 216 - - . - 103 0.25 226 216
Total SA Rand (1.4865) 097 | (20453 029 | 42112| 10000 224,740 102427 | 40656 100.00 102,431 171964
emporary Imports Jan-09 Feb-03 Mar- 03 Apr-09]  May-08]  Jun-08) Jul-08] Aug-08]  Sep-08]  Oct-08 Now-03 Dec-09
Eold imports R'm) 4175 5,047 5,000 2 55 1 | 1
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