Media Releases 2010

South African Trade Statistics for January 2010

Pretoria, 26 February 2010 -- The South African Revenue Service (SARS) today releases trade statistics for January
2010 that record a trade deficit of R3.3 billion.

Summary

The R3.3 billion deficit for January 2010 was due to a decrease in imports of 4.14% and a decrease in exports of
19.24%.

Exports for January 2010 of R36.64 billion and imports of R39.97 billion resulted in a deficit of R3.33 billion.

Imports decreased by R1.73 billion (4.14%) to R39.97 billion and exports decreased by R8.73 billion (19.24%) to
R36.64 billion.

The monthly trade deficit for 2010 is R3.33 billion compared to a deficit of R17.47 billion in January 2009, a decline of
R14.14 billion or 81%.

Trade Highlights by Category

e  The December to January change (down by 4.14%) in imports of goods reflected decreases mainly in:
o  Mineral products [down by R5.1 billion (44%)];
o A decrease of R1.0 billion (21%)] in vehicles, aircraft and vessels.

e  The December to January change (down by 19.24%) in exports of goods reflected decreases mainly in:
o  Precious and semi-precious stones [down by R3.4 billion (27%)];
o Vehicles, aircraft and vessels [down by R1.7 billion (41%)];
o Machinery and electrical appliances [down by R1.3 billion (32%) and
o  Mineral products [down by RO.7 billion (8%)];

Trade Highlights by World Zone

The world zone results for January 2010 as given below are unaudited, and those for December 2009 are audited.

e Asia: The deficit decreased from R5.9bn in December 2009 to R5.2bn in January 2010. Exports decreased by
R1.2bn to R12.0bn and imports decreased by R1.8bn to R17.3bn.

e  Europe: The surplus of R0.9bn in December 2009 changed to a deficit of R2.6bn in January 2010. Exports
decreased by R1.3bn to R12.1bn and imports increased by R2.2bn to R14.7bn.

e  America: The surplus of R0.05 bn in December 2009 changed to a deficit of R0.6bn in January 2010. Exports
decreased by R0.8bn to R3.8bn and imports decreased by R0.1bn to R4.4bn.

e  Africa: The surplus increased from R2.9bn in December 2009 to R3.0bn in January 2010. Exports decreased
by R1.8bn to R5.5bn and imports decreased by R2.0bn to R2.5bn.



For more detail, see our Trade Statistics page.

Trade Staticstics table for January 2010:

TRADE
Harmonised Sections Monthly Trade Cumulative Trade Imports Exports
Trade Ratio Trade Ratio © . Cumulative | Cumulative - Cumulative | Cumulative
Code Description Balance | (Exports/ | Balance | (Exports/ Mo?'m’)otal Mo':;:af o 2009 2010 Mo?;u)om Mo:::a:' o 2009 2010
(R'm) Imports) (R'm) Imports) (R'm) (R'm) (R'm) (R'm
|,Ch1-5 Animals/Animal Products 66 120 66 1.20 328 0.82 287 328 393 1.07 426 393
I, Che-14 Vegetable Products 628 1.81 628 1.81 12 193 973 mn 1,400 3.82 1,770 1,400
il Ch 15 -24 Fats and Oils (311) 017 (311) 017 a4 0.94 %61 a4 63 017 55 63
IV, Ch 16-24 Prepared Foods 20 1.02 20 1.02 1,118 2719 1,266 1,115 1134 310 1,388 1,134
V, Ch 25-27 Mineral Products 1,997 132 1,997 132 6,337 15.86 11,632 6,337 8334 275 8319 8334
VI, Ch 28-38 Chemical Products (2,088) 0.50 (2,088) 0.50 4160 10.41 4434 4160 2,092 571 2212 2,082
VI, Ch 39-40 Plastics and Rubber (1,246) 0.32 (1,246) 0.32 1,841 461 2018 1,841 595 162 840 595
VI, Ch 41-43 Hides, Skins and Leather (44) 0.68 (44), 068 134 034 184 134 91 025 95 91
X, Chd44-46 Wood and articles thereof (76) 0.66 (76) 0.66 22 0.6 323 22 146 0.40 21 148
X, Ch 47-49 Pulp and Paper Products 50 1.06 50 1.06 828 207 983 828 878 240 954 818
XI, Ch 50-63 Textiles and Clothing (1,012) 0.2 (1,012) 0.2 1,292 33 1,833 1,292 281 077 327 281
XI, Ch 64-67 Footwear and Accessories (384) 0.03 (384) 0.03 397 0.99 609 397 12 0.04 18 13
XII, Ch 68-70 Stone, Plaster, etc (580) 047 (580) 047 698 178 579 698 118 032 124 118
XV, Ch 71 Precious Stones 8704 18.95 8704 18.95 485 1.21 578 5 9,189 25,08 7597 9,189
XV, Ch72-83 Base Metals 4221 32 4221 3 1,900 475 2524 1,900 6,121 16.71 5,450 6,121
XVI, Ch 84-85 Machinery and Appliances (8,230) 0.26 (8,230) 0.26 11,065 2168 15,497 11,065 2835 174 2919 2835
XVl Ch 86-89 Transport Equipment (1,137 068 (1,137) 068 3574 3.94 4,068 3,574 2437 6.65 2647 24371
XVII, Ch 90-52 Precision Products, etc (875) 018 (875) 018 1,068 267 1,300 1,068 193 053 202 193
XX, Ch 93-96 Misc Manufactured Articles (293) 0.51 (293) 0.51 602 1.51 755 602 309 0.84 309 309
XXI, Ch 97 Works of Art/Antiques 20 352 20 352 8 0.02 9 8 2 0.08 12 28
XXXI Other Unclassified 1) (5) (0.42) (55) (0.42) 39 0.10 59 39 (16) (0.04) 479 (16)
XXNI, Ch 98 Special Provisions 2) (2,725) 0.00 (2,725) 0.00 2728 6.83 3223 2128 3 0.01 1 3
Total SA Rand (3,331) 0.92 (3,331) 0.92 39,967 100.00 53699 39,967 36,636 100.00 36,232 36,636
TRADE
Monthly Trade Cumulative Trade Imports Exports
Trade Ratio Trade Ratio ¥ : Cumulative | Cumulative % Cumulative | Cumulative
World Zones Balance | (Exports/ | Balance | (Exports/ M°'(1;:;)ma' M°’:;'I:I‘ o | Jo0g® 2010 M°?:,1;)°t‘" M°'t'::a;' o1 ™ sn92 2010
(R'm) Imports) (R'm) Imports) (R'm) (R'm) (R'm) (R'm
Africa 3,006 219 3,006 219 2533 6.34 2mM 2533 5539 15.12 6,580 5539
Europe (2,584) 0.82 (2,584) 0.82 14693 36.76 17431 14693 12,109 33.05 11,200 12,109
America (622) 0.86 (622) 0.86 4435 11.10 7582 4435 3813 10.41 3287 3813
Asia (5,248) 0.70 (5,248) 0.70 17,257 4318 24,180 17,251 12,010 3278 1377 12,010
Oceania (627) 0.3 (627) 0.36 973 244 1,311 973 347 0.95 475 347
Other Unclassified Goods 2683 36.95 2683 36.95 75 019 424 75 2757 753 3,209 2751
Ships/ Aircraft Stores 61 61 - - - - 61 017 104 61
Total SA Rand (3,331) 0.92 (3,331) 0.92 39,967 100.00 53,699 39,97 36,636 100.00 36,232 36,636
Temporary Imports Jan-40|  Febd0]  Mar10]  Apr-10]  May-10 Jun-10| Jul0]  Aug40]  Sep-10 Oct40]  Mov-10|  Dec-10
Gold imports & (Rm) 3522 | =] | | | - | - | - |
Notes:

1) Other Unclassified: Military equipment, unknown countries, ships & aircraft stores & films
2)Special Provisions: Motor car parts for Motor Industry Development Programme (MIDF)

ENDS

4)Temporary gold imports are not included in imports or export numbers for the trade balance calculation
5)The ratio is the value of total exports divided by the value of total imports


http://www.sars.gov.za/home.asp?pid=1306

