Media Releases 2010

South African Trade Statistics for March 2010

Pretoria, 30 April 2010 -- The South African Revenue Service (SARS) today releases trade statistics for March 2010 that record a trade surplus of R0.46 billion.
Summary

The R0.46 billion surplus for March 2010 was due to an increase in imports of 11.16% and an increase in exports of 27.50%.

Exports for March 2010 of R51.53 billion and imports of R51.08billion resulted in a surplus of R0.46 billion.

Imports increased by R5.13 billion (11.16%) to R51.08 billion and exports increased by R11.11 billion (27.50%) to R51.53 billion.

The trade surplus for March 2010 is R0.46 billion (Deficit of R0.57 billion in March 2009) compared to a deficit of R5.5 billion in February 2010, a month-on-month improvement of R6
billion.

The cumulative deficit for the year to date is R8.56 billion compared to R19.01 billion in 2009, an improvement of R10.45 billion or 55%.

Trade Highlights by Category

e  The February to March change (up by 11.16%) in imports of goods reflected increases mainly in:

Machinery and electrical appliances [up by R2.8 billion (28%)];
Products of the chemical or allied industry [up by RO.7 billion (15%)];
Base metals and articles thereof [up by RO0.6 billion (29%)] and
Plastics and rubber and articles thereof [up by RO0.5 billion (33%)].
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e  The February to March change (up by 27.50%) in exports of goods reflected increases mainly in:

Mineral products [up by R3.2 billion (42%)];

Precious and semi-precious stones and metals [up by R2.4 billion (24%)];
Vehicles, aircraft and vessels [up by R2.0 billion (68%)] and

Base metals and articles thereof [up by R1.6 billion (22%)].
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e  Trade Highlights by World Zone:

The world zone results for March 2010 as given below are unaudited, and those for February 2010 are audited.

o Asia: The deficit decreased from R5.8bn in February 2010 to R4.3bn in March 2010. Exports increased by R4.4bn to R17.4bn and imports increased by R2.9bn to
R21.7bn.

o  Europe: The deficit decreased from R4.5bn in February 2010 to R4.4bn in March 2010. Exports increased by R2.5bn to R13.9bn and imports increased by R2.4bn to
R18.3bn.

o  America: The deficit of R0.9bn in February 2010 changed to a surplus of R0.4bn in March 2010. Exports increased by R2.5bn to R6.2bn and imports increased by
R1.2bn to R5.8bn.

o  Africa: The surplus increased from R1.8bn in February 2010 to R3.5bn in March 2010. Exports increased by R0.6bn to R7.6bn and imports decreased by R1.2bn to
R4.1bn.

See Table below and our Trade Statistics page for more information.


http://www.sars.gov.za/home.asp?pid=1306
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Harmonised Sections Monthly Trade Cumnulative Trade Imports Exports
o Trade Balance | Ratio ([Exports] Trade Balance |  Rati2 " Month Total | Monthtwof | Comuidfve | Cumulative |\ o rotr | Monthsor | CUMUlStive | Cumulative
Code Description i i (Exports/ . 2009 2010 . 2008 2010
(R'm} Imports) (R'm) {R'm) total . . {R'mj) total . .
Imports) {R'm) {R'm) {R'm} {R'm}
LChis Animals/Animal Products ) 098 735 120 516 101 871 1.158 508 098 1.370 1.434
I, Ch6-14 Vegetable Products 743 187 2,242 145 262 169 288 2,369 1,641 313 5,960 4511
Il Ch 15 -24 Fats and Qils (583) 0.14 {1,206) 0.18 34 138 1398 1,463 100 0.19 220 258
IV, Ch 16-24 Prepared Foods 611 1.50 710 120 1,216 238 3,987 3,555 1,825 354 4703 4265
V. Ch 25-27 Mineral Products 84 1M [TR4) 047 10,764 2107 32407 27 802 10,848 .05 28,887 2708
V1, Ch 28-38 Chemical Products (2.265), 0.55 {6.188) 0.54 5,048 983 12,838 13,525 2,754 534 7,610 7338
VI, Ch 39-40 Plastics and Rubber {1,284), 037 {3,328) 0.39 2,045 4.00 5,343 5,423 761 1.48 2,366 2,005
VI, Ch 41-43 Hides, Skins and Leather (20 0.88 [122) 0.74 162 032 a7 463 142 0.28 374 341
X, Ch 4446 Wood and articles thereof 29 143 (43} 0.93 20 043 785 880 248 0.48 824 811
X.Ch47-43 Pulp and Paper Products 80 1.08 ] 1.00 TES 1.51 2,669 2,484 228 151 2875 24T
X1, Ch 50-63 Textiles and Clothing (4,00 036 {3.030) 028 1,572 308 5,074 4,318 563 1.09 1,272 1,279
X, Ch 64-67 Footwear and Accessories {211) 049 {1.044) 019 414 0.8 1,542 1,283 203 0.39 &7 239
X1l Ch 68-T0 Stone, Plaster, ete [433) 029 {1,363) 0.25 807 118 1,598 1.821 174 0.34 472 452
XIV, Ch 71 Precious Stones 11,909 28.03 29,821 18.89 441 0.86 1438 1,667 12,350 2196 30,072 31,488
XV, Ch72-83 Base Metals 6231 348 15,622 345 2509 43 6828 5,357 8,740 1696 18,354 21,878
X1, Ch 84-85 Machinery and Appliances (8,90, 030 {23.700) 0.30 12,816 2509 41285 33,904 3,906 7.58 10,693 10,204
XV, Ch 86-89 Transport Equipment {342) 093 {3.603) 074 5T 10.21 12,499 12,822 4874 9.45 11,587 10,219
XVIIl, Ch90-92 Precision Products, ete {1.071), 024 {2.908) 019 1,406 275 4,494 M 335 0.65 1,364 723
WX, Ch 9398 Mise Manufactured Articles [25T) 063 (BT} 0.57 BT 135 1393 1,824 430 0.83 1,002 1,404
XX1, Ch 37 Works of ArlAntiques k1| 354 =1 316 12 0.02 52 29 a3 0.08 48 92
Eeel Other Unclassified 1 235 553 {439) 0.38 52 040 229 703 287 0.56 1,384 264
MO, Ch 98 Special Provisions (3.077), 0.00 {8.525) 0.00 3,078 603 8,655 8,530 1 0.00 3 5
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TRALE
Monthly Trade Cumulative Trade Imports Exports
. Ratio * Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative Cumulative
Trade Balance | Ratio (Exportsi] Trade Balance Month Total Maonth % of 3 Month Total Maonth % of 1
World Zones Rm) imports) Rm) (Exports/ Rm) total 2008 HHD {R'm) total 2009 2010
Imports) (R'mj) (R'm) {R'm) {R°'m}
Africa 3,560 187 BATT 169 4,082 799 EEE] 11,909 7.642 1483 24127 20,066
JEurope (4.381), 076 {14.545) 0.76 18,272 3578 52475 48 878 13,89 26.96 37,509 37,333
America 402 107 {1.130) 0.92 5,847 1145 2213 14,903 €243 1212 13,013 13,712
Asia (4.342)| 0.80 {15.297)| 0.74 21,71 4251 62,199 57,790 17,369 3370 40,745 42492
Oceania (332) 070 [745) o7 1,096 2145 3294 2,563 764 148 1,574 1,818
Other Unclassified Goods 5,501 82,14 11,886 1328 B 043 617 968 5,569 1081 13,727 12,854
Ships/ Aircraft Stores 50 - 151 - - - - - 50 0.10 213 151
Total SA rang o8 iR L) iR T L) EETAEL] b ] Ton00
Temporary Imports Jan-10] Feb-10] Mar-10] Rpr10] Way-10] Jun-10] Ju10 Aug-10 Sep-10 Oct10 Nowv-10 Dec10
T A TR m] ol | LEER] | LNE] | 1 3 | | = = = -
Hotes:

1} Other Undassified: Military equipment, unknown countries, ships & pircraft stores & films
2] Special Provisions: Moteor car parts for Motor Industry Development Programme (MIDP)
3) 2009 & 2010 Data is revised and the current reporting month data of 2000 is preliminany

4) Temporary gold imports are not induded in imports or export numb-ers for the trade balance calculation
5) The ratio is the value of total exports divided by the value of total imports



